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They had the reputation of being gay and optimistic, kindly,
and even generous.1 Peasants for the most part, they led
simple, healthy lives, scarcely touched by the intellectual
problems that perplexed the inhabitants of Judaea. Their
religion was simpler and less troubled by speculation than that
of their neighbours to the south, who were somewhat con-
temptuous of their simple faith.2 They were firm in then-
allegiance to the nationalist ideals of Israel, and this stout
patriotism might easily be regarded as disaffection.3
Nevertheless there was one blemish in this idyllic picture. The
Galileans were not all above suspicion, and at the time of Jesus
the mountain fastnesses of Upper Galilee still harboured brig-
ands whom an inadequate police force was unable to suppress,4
These outlaws found the spoil of passing caravans or of lonely
farms at the edge of the plain exceedingly tempting. More-
over, all the people of Palestine had the reputation of taking
readily to brigandage by land or sea.5 So much so, that it
seems to have been a condition of reception among the Essenes
that the novice should swear that he would not turn bandit.6
It has been written,7 " If Umbria is the key to St. Francis,
Galilee is in a sense the key to Jesus of Nazareth" It is certainly
not a key that will open all the locked doors that confront our
curiosity, but it is not to be despised. The atmosphere of
Galilee offers valuable assistance to him who seeks to visualize
the external features of Jesus' personality, and may even aid
in the understanding of the spirit and character of his teaching.
If the Prophet had been born in the harsh region of the south,
in the midst of toil and hardship, anxiety and unrest, the
fragments of his life and teaching that remain would create a
very different impression of the man. It is not without signi-
ficance perhaps that while the Judaism of Galilee brought forth
Jesus and the Gospels, the Judaism of Judasa produced John
the Baptist and the Talmud.8
1	This doubtless accounts for the Rabbinical eulogy cited by Schwalm
(158), viz. :   The Galileans care more for honour than for wealth.
2	LXXVI, 131 ff.    Cf. John, vii, 52 :   ids on. ex tf^ rcrf.dalag XQoyrJTrjs
qvk eyeiqsrcan.
3	CCLXVH, i, 290.
4	CCCI, 171;   Jos., Ant., xvii, 10, 4 ff. ;   Vita, 11.
5	XLVH, ii, 202 ff.	G Jos., B.J., ii, 8, 7.
7	Cheyne, in EB, art. Galilee, col. 1631, § 6.
8	LXXV, ii  (3rd edit.), 20 ;   CCCI, 67.    Naturally this method of
approach leads to misconceptions if carried too far.    The character of
John the Baptist do'es correspond to the tendencies of a certain section
of the JudseanSj but we do not know his exact background.    On Judsea,
see   J.   Jeremias,   Jerusalem   zur  Zeit   Jesu.     Eine   Kulturgeschichte.
Untersuchung zur neutestamentlichen Zeitgeschichte> 2 vols,, 1927.

